implications for estimates of the number of cases affected and for the organization of services. Furthermore, considering subjects with psychosis at first contact as 'prototype cases' may have distorted our understanding of schizophrenia by spuriously highlighting a younger age of onset and a more acute clinical presentation than seen in actual administrative records (Hogerzeil et al., 2016) .
Study design matters a lot when estimating the incidence of schizophrenia. To interpret incidence studies or to make meaningful comparisons between them, we need a more elaborate classification of study designs, as suggested here. Fig. 1 . Graphical illustration of three design aspects for studies measuring the incidence of schizophrenia. The volume of the solid box represents the incidence as estimated in a typical firstcontact design and that of the dotted box the incidence as estimated in electronic administrative records.
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